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ACHIEVE
Provide a high-caliber 

education and workforce 
development system 

geared to the demands  
of the 21st century.

CONNECT
Create an efficient,  

multimodal transportation 
system that links 

Washington’s communities 
to each other and the world.

EMPLOY
Pursue policies that 

encourage innovation, 
entrepreneurship, and  

job creation.

Washington’s earliest pioneers were drawn to the 
state’s majestic beauty and bountiful resources. 
With them came the drive to create new industries. 
Washingtonians built the trucks and planes that 
brought the world closer together. They revolutionized 
how we learn, work, shop, communicate, protect 
human health, and entertain. 

Washington’s history of innovation and dogged 
pursuit of opportunity align well with today’s  
fast-moving, global economy. But the first 15 years 
of this new century have brought unprecedented 

challenges and unpredictable change. Prosperity and 
opportunity are not spread evenly across our state. 
Employers report difficulties finding qualified workers. 
Too many students leave school unprepared. Our 
transportation system is deteriorating. Cumbersome 
regulations and high state-imposed costs on 
employers threaten to limit opportunities.

Washington’s past successes shouldn’t lull us into 
complacency. Other states and nations are upping 
their games. Washington must as well, with smart 
public policy and strategic investments that will 
expand opportunities for generations to come. 

Opportunity Washington: Priorities for Shared Prosperity  
is a roadmap for expanding Washington’s culture  

of opportunity to individuals, families,  
employers, and communities in  

every corner of the state.

Opportunity Washington focuses on the fundamentals —  

the foundation from which we can expand opportunities for all 

Washingtonians. It is organized around three guiding priorities: 

Join the effort. www.opportunitywa.org



Washington’s economy is very 
different than it was at the start 
of this century. Recessions, 
globalization, and rapid 
technological developments  
have changed the landscape  
for individuals, companies, 
industries, and communities  
in unpredictable ways. 

It should be easier for young  
people to prepare for their 
futures, men and women to 
secure rewarding employment, 
entrepreneurs to succeed, and 
communities and businesses 
to strengthen ties and make 
connections around the world.

Washington has responded  
well, rebounding from recession 
faster and stronger than many  
other states. Home to global 
leaders in established and  
emerging industries, we are  
well positioned for the future.  
But we can be better. 

Based in research and informed by community input, 
Opportunity Washington recognizes that expanded 
opportunity and shared prosperity depend on smart  
public policy and strategic investments.

Measuring Progress
It’s important to have a clear understanding of Washington’s strengths and weaknesses. The Benchmarks for a Better 
Washington — a set of metrics focused on innovation, quality of life, and business costs — and other key measures 
indicate Washington has room to improve. The state scores well on innovation, but struggles on key education, 
transportation, and cost indicators. Washington has made progress in responding to some of these challenges  
in recent years. There is more work to be done. 

WASHINGTON BY  
THE NUMBERS

of jobs will require 
postsecondary 

education by 2020

of state roads 
projected to be in 

”poor” condition 
or worse by 2026

of adults have a 
postsecondary 

credential  
(State Goal:  

70% by 2023)

of state bridges 
projected to 

be structurally 
deficient or 
functionally 

obsolete by 2026

of kids are ready 
for kindergarten 

(State Goal:  
69% by 2020)

higher 
unemployment 
insurance taxes 
than national 

average

higher workers’ 
compensation 

benefits paid than 
national average

of students 
graduate from 
high school on 

time (State Goal: 
89% by 2020)

of the state  
and local tax 
burden borne  
by businesses

60% 40% 54% 60% 93%

70% 50% 76% 41%

of 25,000+ 
chronically unfilled 
jobs are in STEM 

disciplines

80%



ACHIEVE

Lead the nation in education  
quality and outcomes.

Education has always expanded opportunity. A strong education system prepares 

individuals to take advantage of the most exciting career and life opportunities, 

allows employers to succeed and grow, and provides basic research leading to 

new products, companies, and industries.

By the end of this decade, 70 percent of Washington jobs will require  

postsecondary education or training. Preparing our students to take advantage of these  

opportunities will require an education system focused on cradle-to-career success.

Our youngest children must be prepared for kindergarten. Highly effective teachers are needed 

to guide students through elementary, middle, and high school. Graduates must leave high school 

prepared to pursue postsecondary education and training. Washington’s colleges and universities 

must provide more access to students, particularly in high-demand fields.

Education is crucial — for individual students, our collective economic future, and the health of our communities.

Provide a high-caliber education and  
workforce development system geared  

to the demands of the 21st century.

Ensure all  
students graduate  

from high school career- 
and college-ready.

Expand access  
to postsecondary 

education that boosts 
career opportunity and 

supports economic 
growth.

Drive interest and 
performance in STEM 
among K-12 students  
and increase access  
to postsecondary  
STEM programs.

Focus early  
learning assistance  
on children most at  

risk of entering 
kindergarten  
unprepared.

WASHINGTON TODAY
Where Washington ranks on key indicators of educational quality and outcomes:

5th

for production 
of associate’s 

degrees

18th

for 8th grade  
science achievement  
(36% of students are 
proficient or better)

6th

for 8th grade math 
achievement  

(42% of students are 
proficient or better)

32nd

for high school 
graduation rate 

33rd 38th

for STEM 
bachelor’s degrees 
awarded per capita

for bachelor’s 
degrees awarded  

per capita



CONNECT

Lead the nation in transportation 
system reliability and efficiency.

All Washingtonians depend on the state’s transportation system. Our agricultural  

industry must get products to markets around the world. Manufacturers must  

move parts to factories and goods to customers. Families depend on safe roads,  

bridges, ferries, and transit to get to school, work, health care, and recreation.

Washington’s economy and population continue to grow. But state lawmakers haven’t 

approved significant new investment in transportation infrastructure in a decade. Existing 

revenues aren’t keeping up with increasing needs, and there’s no mistaking the signs of 

neglect. Traffic congestion, particularly in urban centers, has slowed the commute. Roads 

and bridges are deteriorating. Mobility along key freight corridors is stifled.

We must take steps now to foster the safe, efficient, and reliable  

transportation system that a prosperous future requires.

Create an efficient, multimodal transportation 
system that links Washington’s communities  

to each other and the world.

Improve  
freight mobility  
and connections  

between roads, rail,  
and ports.

Invest in the  
preservation and 
maintenance of 

Washington’s road and 
bridge networks and  
make improvements  

in key economic  
corridors.

Provide  
options for  

regions to plan,  
prioritize, and fund  
local transportation  

needs.

22nd

for major metropolitan 
commute times  

(Seattle-Tacoma-Bellevue)

38th

for average statewide  
commute times

36th

for road 
conditions

41st

for bridge 
conditions

WASHINGTON TODAY
Where Washington ranks on key indicators of mobility and transportation system conditions:



EMPLOY

Lead the nation in innovation  
and economic growth.

Providing more than 80 percent of the state’s jobs, Washington’s private sector is  

a dynamic force. Our state ranks among the nation’s leaders in patent generation, venture 

capital investment, and research and development spending. While such attributes translate 

into a robust, growing economy, Washington can do better. 

Shared prosperity depends on expanding Washington’s existing economic clusters 

and fostering growth in new industries. Expanding opportunities in Washington means 

encouraging and rewarding innovation and risk-taking and providing employers with a 

predictable and efficient regulatory and tax environment.

Pursue policies that encourage innovation, 
entrepreneurship, and job creation.

Budget for  
long-term  

sustainability and 
prosperity.

Support policies  
that encourage 
investment, job  

growth, and economic 
opportunity.

Streamline the  
regulatory system to 

improve predictability  
and efficiency.

WASHINGTON TODAY
Where Washington ranks on key indicators of economic health and innovation:

5th

in patent 
generation

13th

in private-sector  
job growth

6th

for R&D  
spending

33rd

for business 
tax burden as a 
percentage of 

private-sector GSP

44th 50th

for unemployment 
insurance tax rates

for workers’ 
compensation 
benefits paid



OpportunityWA OpportunityWA

Opportunity Washington: Priorities for Shared Prosperity  
was developed by WashACE, a statewide coalition that believes 
expanded opportunity and shared prosperity depend on smart  

public policy and strategic investments.

www.opportunitywa.org

Opportunity-Washington

https://twitter.com/opportunitywa
https://www.facebook.com/opportunitywa
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